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CITY AND ISLINGTON SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
A LEVEL Year 11 to Year 12

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT:   
General
Develop your music culture and your listening skills

Now is the perfect time to get online and read 
magazine articles about music technology, the music 
industry and music in general; to find video tutorials 
about the software you will be using during the 
course; to get acquainted with new music and gather 
the resources that will keep you inspired, curious, and 
prepared. Here are just a few examples (you should 
make this list grow!):

• Musicradar.com

• Logic-Pro-X-essential training

• The 20 best music documentaries – ranked!  

• Music TechMag

•  All Music: Record Reviews, Streaming Songs, 
Genres & Bands

Experience live gigs. Watch online concerts. Listen 
to classic albums and new releases. Go beyond 
watching your favourite artists and experiment with 
new names and unfamiliar styles.  Listen out for the 
quality of live sound, use of music technology and 
instruments as well as innovations in songwriting 
and song arrangement. Listen a lot while asking 
yourself questions: How was this music made? Which 
technology is involved? How could I achieve that 
effect? 

Develop your instrumental and vocal skills

•  Learn basic piano, just enough to pick out chords. 
Keyboard skills are vital, everyone must learn 
essential keyboard skills during the course.

•  If you do not already, learn to play another 
instrument.

• Sing. There is no better way to train your ear!

Know your studio-essential music theory – visit www.
musictheory.net or teoria.com and concentrate on the 
basics of rhythm, melody and harmony.  There are a 
host of excellent free Smartphone apps out there just 
waiting to help you with every aspect of music tech, 
music, history and theory. 

Four tasks to complete
By week 1–2 of college: Presentation 1: Song 
Appreciation  

By week 3–4: Musicianship test: keyboard skills and 
chords 

By week 5: Presentation 2: My Music 

By week 6: Composition Challenge

Before your first Year 12 Music Technology lessons 
start you have a range of things to do by way of 
preparation, reflection and musical development.  
These tasks will take the first half of term to work 
through, but preparation begins now.   

Each review should be 250–300 words long and 
handed in during your first lesson.  One review must 
be handwritten; the second written on a computer.  
Make sure that you discuss the musical content 
of both concerts making references to both the 
compositions and their performances. 

1. Weeks 1–2: Presentation 1:  Song Appreciation

Prepare a 10-minute presentation on a piece of music 
that you know very well (do NOT use material with 
consistently explicit lyrics).  Work through this list:

 i)  Make a list of all the instruments and gear 
employed.
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 ii)  Outline the form of the piece, its different 
sections: verse, chorus, etc (refer to precise 
times in the track)

 iii)  Describe the effects you can hear (e.g. at 2’03” 
‘delay on snare)

  iv)  Explain how the technology is used in the track.

   v)  Explain why is it a great track?

What do you like about the style, the arrangement, and 
the production? 

2. Week 3: Musicianship Test  

Play all major and minor triads starting on any of the 
twelve white and black keys C C# D Eb – G major/G 
minor, Bb major/Bb minor etc. 

3. Week 4–5: Presentation 2:  My Music

Introduce yourself as a musician to your class.  When 
it comes to music what do you like? Who do you like? 
Why do you like what you like?  And then… What do 

you play?  What have your written?  What have you 
recorded?  Where and what have you performed?  And 
what are your musical ambitions? Bring three examples 
by different artists (ideally from more than one genre) 
and one or two of your own work. Be prepared to 
discuss your work and receive constructive feedback.

4. Week 6: Composition Challenge

You will produce a track (details of the track to 
be determined on the day). The piece will be an 
opportunity to assess your musicianship, your keyboard 
skills, your knowledge of Logic X, your ideas about 
the possibilities of technology, etc. We will discuss the 
results of this composition exercise and determine 
which are your strengths and what needs to be 
improved. All the above tasks will be crucial for the 
completion of this composition. 

An assessment of these tasks leads to your first Year 
12 report.


